Epidemiology of encapsulating peritoneal sclerosis in Japan.
Since the first peritoneal dialysis (PD) patients with encapsulating peritoneal sclerosis (EPS) were reported in 1980, EPS has been considered primarily a fatal complication. The incidence of EPS in PD patients has been reported to range from 0.7% to 7.3%, and the rate appears to be higherin patients receiving long-term treatment. The most recent data from Japan show an overall incidence of 2.5%, with a clear impact of extended PD duration, which also augments mortality. The incidence increases and the prognosis worsens with longer durations of PD. The incidences (and mortality rates) for EPS were 0% (0%), 0.7% (0%), 2.1% (8.3%), 5.9% (28.6%), 5.8% (61.5%), and 17.2% (100%) for patients who had undergone PD for 3, 5, 8, 10, 15, and >15 years respectively. Because EPS occurs after withdrawal from PD in more than half of patients with the condition, strict monitoring is necessary when a long-term patient is withdrawn from PD. Maintaining patients on standard PD for more than 8 years using conventional solutions is associated with a substantial risk for the development of EPS.